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Feminist Wars: Liberal Feminists vs. Black Feminists

Is gender inequality rooted in bad laws and workplace discrimination? Can we liberate all
women by reforming educational and workplace laws, and ensuring equal pay for equal
work for women? Or is gender inequality rooted in intersectional logics: in gender, sexual,
racial and class inequalities, and therefore, to fight for women’s rights, we have to fight for
all women, and not just middle-class, white women?

Liberal feminists argue that gender inequality is about social attitudes and interpersonal
sexism. If we change the laws and practices to end sex-discrimination in education and in
the workplace, women will make equal pay for equal work, reach positions of power,
become CEOs and business leaders, and we would end gender inequality in society. All we
need are legislative reforms, campaigns that explain women’s productivity and importance
to society, and a concerted effort to change the laws. Liberal feminists point to the
successes in the past decades in highlighting the wage gap, in fighting for more women in
positions in power, in encouraging girls into STEM fields, and in demanding an end to
sexual harassment in the workplace. Liberal feminists know they’re constantly under
attack, but they’re not worried. At least they are making a difference, well, some difference
(abortion gains were overturned). That’s you, Team 1.

" v i ;;zs@zl
M

wim W a

_‘r:'

“Liberal feminists are white, middle-class women, who only care about their salaries and
promotions,” explains a Black feminist. You cannot claim to speak for all women when
your entire agenda is to meet the needs of white, middle-class women. Black feminists
rose to fame as a counterforce to liberal feminists. Despite being largely led by Black
activists, Black feminism is not only about Black women, but also about the liberation of
allwomen, here and overseas, equally. Unlike liberal feminists, Black feminists think that
the liberation of women requires a reckoning with racism, classism, sexism, and



https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/levels-office/congress/women-serving-119th-congress-2025-2027
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2024/01/05/underrepresentation-of-women-ceos/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/what-to-know-about-the-gender-wage-gap-as-the-equal-pay-act-turns-60/
https://www.representwomen.org/women_supreme_court#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Supreme%20Court&text=Out%20of%20115%20justices%20that,Barrett%2C%20and%20Ketanji%20Brown%20Jackson.
https://www.nsvrc.org/ending-sexual-assault-and-harassment-workplace
https://msmagazine.com/2019/12/26/a-more-perfect-union-eight-feminist-victories-from-the-last-decade/
https://www.newamerica.org/the-thread/the-gaps-of-white-feminism-and-the-women-of-color-who-fall-through/
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colonialism. They point to the plight of single Black and Latina mothers who predominantly

make up the primary heads of households and led to the feminization of poverty. Black
mothers are absent from liberal feminist agendas. Why? Because single motherhood is not
as common amongst white women. They highlight justice for the forced sterilization of
Black and Latina women and reproductive justice as a demand (instead of narrowly
abortion rights), sexual violence against indigenous women, the issue of MMIWSs, and show
that most women face oppression because of the matrix of class, race and sexism. Serving
a small sub-group of privileged women in society and pretending to represent all women is
a hypocrisy that reinforces patriarchy- that’s what Black feminists think of Liberal
feminists. That’s you, Team 2.



https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-economic-status-of-single-mothers/#:~:text=Almost%20half%20of%20Black%20mothers%20are%20single%20mothers&text=Bar%20chart%20showing%20that%2021,white%20mothers%20are%20single%20mothers.
https://www.aaihs.org/reproductive-justice-and-black-womens-activism/#:~:text=In%20September%201986%2C%20former%20Third,Black%20women%20activists%20in%201994.
https://www.aaihs.org/reproductive-justice-and-black-womens-activism/#:~:text=In%20September%201986%2C%20former%20Third,Black%20women%20activists%20in%201994.
https://theconversation.com/forced-sterilization-policies-in-the-us-targeted-minorities-and-those-with-disabilities-and-lasted-into-the-21st-century-143144#:~:text=Preliminary%20analysis%20shows%20that%20from,makes%20me%20want%20to%20cry.%E2%80%9D
https://theconversation.com/forced-sterilization-policies-in-the-us-targeted-minorities-and-those-with-disabilities-and-lasted-into-the-21st-century-143144#:~:text=Preliminary%20analysis%20shows%20that%20from,makes%20me%20want%20to%20cry.%E2%80%9D
https://www.niwrc.org/mmiwr-awareness
https://blackfeminisms.com/white-feminism/

